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— ee begynneth the ryghte excellent and 
55 full glozyous lyfe and paſſyonofthery- 
E Ane ghte blyllcd virgyn and martyr ſaynte 

Hathcryne, 


E Thetfyrlt chap tre. 
Cl? is Dis bills virgyn . katheryn was by 
the dyſcent ol the lyne and of the noble kyn 
rede of the Emperoure oł Rome / as it ſhalle be des 
clared moze playnly here after / by amoble cronycle 
whiche moolt blyllcd lyfc and conucrſacyon was 


wꝛitẽ ot the ſolẽpne doctour Athanaliꝰ that new 


hir byrth hir kynred hir holy lyfe x conuerſacyons 
And this lame Athanaſius was oone ot hir may⸗ 
ſters in hir tender age / and by the grace ol the holy 
goſt ſhe was couerted to the kaithe. And after that 
ſhe was cõuerted / he cõuerted the lame athanaſi 
us by holy and meruelous werkes that oure loꝛde 
Wrought in hir. and after by his wyldom he was 
made biſſhop of Alilandꝛe / a was a gloxious pyler 
ok holy church / by the grace ol oure loꝛde god # hit 
holy meritis / as we do fynde by credible cronycles 
Foz in the tyme ot themperour Diocleſian æ maxi 
mian / ſo great # cruel tyranny was ſhe wed in the 
Wozlde # not only ofcriſten but alſo of paynymes 
that in y tyme many a realme that wasſubget to. 
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tithilovethetribute that longed to the emperour 
ok rome wherfoze ther was choſen to apeas that 
hellvon a loꝛde ot greate fthei 
dkhighe cöſtancius which was other in 
ly in armes / and ther with right dilcrete and fulle 
of veztues. The which loꝛde than whanne he cam 
in to Ermony ſtaũched ſo by hys vertue and man 
ye gouernaunce that rebellyon / that he deſerted 
the lone of all his ennem yes / ldo ferfurthe/that the 
kynge and alie his people delyred that he.thulde 
wedde — — and the heire of the lande and 
whine this was doone within a whyle after the 
—— of Ermonie dyed / # conſtancius was crow 
ned kynge of that lande the which within a while 
after had a ſon by the quene the which was clepid 
toſtus And ſone after tha: died the quene foꝛ whõ 
was made great lamentacion of hir people. Ifter 
e oe mperotr eee 
ethe emp . and foꝛ 


wherfoze we be in derkenes#tyl the 2285 
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re Mm bebache we Habs my . 194 1 
ye ne noone other neuer meue ine oy : offl 

[byhyghte you playnely that tod 
foe J ſhalie neuer haue other but oonir hr 
Jhauedyſcryuyd / to whome 
A the pure loue otf my e 
ſe vp / and hir moder a all the loꝛdes frome t. 
llament. And with great ſoꝛo we / and lame 
they toke ther leue # went on their way, 2 70 1 
the vonge lady went home vnto hir POV phon 
herte was ſo ſet on kyꝛe with thys hulbo 
had dilcryued that ſhe coude no thinge than 
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Ere J leue this vonge quene as fo2 a tyme 
fſvyttyng in hir palyte cõtynually thinking 
And ymagynyngehoweſhe myght fynde 
this ne we lpouſe with many ã tere of eiongacyon 
and many a ſoze ſyghe / fo2 hur blynde ignoraunce 
gd noweJſhall turne as our loꝛde wyl gyue me 
grace to ſhewe holwe oure loꝛde by hys lpeciall my 
. acleclepyd hir to baptyme / in a ſynguler mancre 
gat neuer was herd of befozene ith c after howe 
ge wedded hir viſibly i a gloꝛious maner / ſhewige 
Hir ſoueraigne tokens ot loue / that neuer was ſhe⸗ 
2 ” to none exthiy creature ſaue only to oure lady 
Hisblelſyd moder. ¶ Belyde Alyſander a certeyn 
pate of myles ther d welte an holy kader in deſerte 

thatl thight Adnan the which had ſerued oure holy 

| 10 de tralwyghty god the ſpace of, xxx. vere in grea⸗ 

nance, And on a daye as he walked byfooze 

yis See elle in meditacton / ther cam agaynſt hym the 

an ha 1 erẽ̃t lady that any erthly creature myght 

eholde. at and whan the heremyte bihelde hir molt 


8 ery Te ped htm 1 name d laid 
420 yan drede ve not foꝛ J am not come to 
evt go: Pregame dag a WER. 
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me and into the palys ofthe vonge Quene a ther 
ve muſt lay to hir that that lady gretethe hyr well 
whole ſon ſhe chaſe to hir loꝛde aud hulbonde ſyt⸗ 
tinge in hir parlement with hir moder and all hyr 
loꝛdes aboute hir where ſhe had a greate coutlup⸗ 
te and batayle in kepinge ot hit virgynxte / and tel 
hir that the ſame lozde that ſhe dyd chele there ys 
my lon that am a clene virgyn and he delſyꝛeth hir 
beautye and he louech hir chaſtite amonge all vir⸗ 
gyns in erthe / a byd hir without tariynge that ſhe 
come with you alone into this place and ſhe halbe 
newe clothed and than ſhe ſhall ſee hym / and has 
ue hym to hir euerlaſlinge ſpoulc ; The herempte 
heringe all this anſwercd thus. O bleſſed Lady 
howe ſhulde J do this meſſage. foꝛ nouther J kn- 
owe the cite ne the wey and what am J though FJ 
knewe it foꝛ to doo ſuche a tnellage vnto the quene 
Hir inen y woll nat ſuffre me to tome vnto hir pꝛe 
ſence: and ſhe woll nat byleue me of my meſſage. 
but put me in duraunce as thoughe J were a fay⸗ 
toure. & Ad2yan ſaide this bleliyd Lady dꝛede ye 
nat foꝛ that that my ſon hath begonne in hir muſt 
nedis be perfourmed: foz wete ye well ſhe is a ſyc⸗ 
cyall choſyn veſſel o grace bcfoze all other women 
wherfoꝛc tary nat ne drede nat. Foꝛ bothe ye ſhall 
knowe the cyte and allo the wey into hyr Paleys 
foz there ſhall no creature take hede to vou 

¶ And whan ve come into hir paleys take good 
hede whiche doꝛes open agaynſt vou / and cuter 


iy tyll that ve come vnto this faire vonge que 
ewt vhome pe hall fynde alone in hit ſtodye ſtody 
ig ge fullſoet hir wittis ofthatthat wollnat be 
w zerfozemy — npaſſyon on hir laboure 
and go lhe Ol be 115 fed w 


fc fore ng; 2 vou faſt 43 — me my dere dou 
ghter that Jloue with all myn herte. And whan 
Adryan had receyued hys meſſage / he layde hym 
— flatte befozehys ſouerayne lady ſaynge in 
this wyle. All woꝛchyp x Joy be to my loꝛde god 
Pour hleſlyd ſon.x your bleſſyd wyll be fulfylled # 
N woll go at your cõmaundement. 


¶ The vu. chapter. 4 


A: nd anone adrian roſehim vp d hied him faſt 
to the cyte ok aliſãder x palſed the deſert and 
ſo kurth tyll he came to the cyte / and loo he wente 
furth tothe paleys as he had lerned ſd dyd he / and 
entred in at the doꝛes the whyche opened ageynlte 
Fe lo 4 ＋ from 885955 to 1 wil 


i a0 nv ſheſare fo favdetn hir mor yy thathe 
Fetdebym nat vnto thetyme that he kneled hym 


